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Welcome to Victorian and
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Tasmanian Members

W elcome to all IEEE members in Victoria
and Tasmania. 2016 promises to be a
memorable year.

A big thank you to Tony Gascoigne for putting together the bulk of
the Victorian Section Annual report. We would appreciate some
young blood to help Tony put the finishing touches on what is un-
doubtedly a very important task.

| attended the Region 10 IEEE meeting in Bangkok, 4 -7 March 2016.

The AC council meeting took place on the Friday.

| have been meeting and arranging meetings with the leadership of
all chapters, affinity groups, students branches etc. The purpose of
this is so that | can best serve the needs of all of you and help create
succession planning. | will get around to meeting everyone in due
course. However, if you would like to discuss anything with me ur-
gently, then please contact me as soon as possible.

| have spoken with Kamran Ghorbani, Chair of MTT & APS about a
succession plan. We have identified Stefan Burger as a very keen
volunteer. The plan will be for Stefan to be appointed as Vice Chair
and then Chair, when he has a full grasp of tasks involved.

Andre Oboler will take on the role of coordinator of IEEE Victorian
Section Paper contests. He has vast experience in conducting this for
the IEEE Computer Society. This will ensure that the paper contest is
advertised and judged in a timely manner. Andre will continue his

role as membership development officer.

IEEE Victorian Section is finally back on Facebook
(www.facebook.com/ieeevic ). Social media is a vital communication
channel and needs to be utilised. We are looking for one or two vol-
unteers who are willing to keep the page active and colourful.

We are also active on the IEEE Collabratec platform (
collabratec.ieee.org/app/community/44/activites
Metropolitan group has almost 1000 members!

https://ieee -
). The Melbourne

Matthew Felicetti (Past chair of IEEE Student Branch, La Trobe
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University) would be a great volunteer for the role of Section Student Representative. Mat-
thew has demonstrated high capacity for leadership and outstanding performance. This es-
sential role does not currently exist in the section.

Dinuka Kudavithana (Past chair of IEEE Student Branch, Uni of Melb) was, in 2015, as-
signed by Tony to revitalise some of the dormant student branches. | am proposing that
Dinuka take the role of Student Activities Coordinator and that he, together with Matthew
Felicetti, focus on driving success amongst all the student branches in Victoria.

Dilpreet Buxi (Former chair of Monash Student Branch), Matthew Felicetti and Dinuka will

form part of a AStudent Leadership and Mentoring
sisting student branches with operations together with the SAC. This will include some face

-to -face meetings. This group may expand at a later date.

There has been interest in the section in working more closely with industry for several

years now. It is therefore essential we appoint a volunteer who has vast experience in this

field as the section Industry Relations Officer. Dr. Peter Moar is a 20+ year member of

IEEE and has global and local experience in dealing with top shelf organisations and gov-

ernments. He has put his hand up to volunteer in this role and work with our committee.
(https://au.linkedin.com/in/peter -moar -17a3712 ) . Wi th the committeeds
would like to put Peter forward as the candidate for this role.

The section has, in the past, attempted to coordinate conferences that were being run in

Victoria or jointly with IEEE Vic. Greg Adamson has indicated that he would be keen to un-

dertake the role of Conference Chair/Coordinator for the IEEE Victorian Section. With

Gregbs previous experiences and | eadership, it i
role.

Golnar Khomami has undertaken a volunteer audit using our Vtools database. The purpose
of this is two fold; firstly, to examine who is officially volunteering in a particular role and
secondly, to determine how long volunteers have been in a particular role. The section
wants to encourage leadership change in chapters/societies and affinity groups. Please ex-
amine the circulated list and provide comments.

Golnar and | have met with Golnoosh our webmaster and have put together a short term
plan with action items in populating our webpage with relevant content.

Tony Gascoigne will continue to head up the role of chair of the Special Interest Group
(SIG) and look for quality projects that the IEEE can help develop

On Friday | met with the entire Young Professionals team, including the chair, Leila. There
will be some exciting developments on this front, which the Young Professionals will briefi
the section on. We have also discussed the transition of leadership roles.

Marzieh Rahmani, a PhD student from La Trobe University, will become the assistant to
Robert Slaviero in the TASU. This will ensure that we have additional training in place for
redundancy and that we continue to support chapters in submitting their reports.

We are currently seeking someone to volunteer as
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This is a very important role as we need to not only recognise the work of our volunteers
and contributions in Victoria but our contributions in the Australian Council, Region 10 and
global. Please contact me if you are interested in volunteering in this role.

At the section financial discussion meeting in January, it was noted that the section expendi-

ture was increasing at a rate which cannot be sustained for an extended period of time. The

section should therefore consider methods of generating some revenue so that we can con-

tinue to grow. This will also allow the section to be more robust with its operations. | have

proposed that the section organise what wil!/ be cal
Event Serieso. I nitial pl anning is for 2 events 1in
should be developed as the premium products delivered by the IEEE Victorian Section. The

purpose of the signature events is to establish a well known, high quality and valuable prod-

uct, in the form of workshops, up skilling sessions, project management training (Prince,

PMP, Agile etc) and industry training etc in the latest trends in industry. The workshops are

to be delivered by experts within the IEEE Technical Societies. The workshops must be seen

as highly valuable and relevant to participantsd ca
to attend. | welcome suggestions from Victorian section members on potential workshops for

2016.

During 2016, the Section will work tirelessly with our membership to increase the IEEE Vic-
torian Section representation, influence and visibility in Australia, and more importantly, in
the whole Asia -Pacific region (IEEE Region 10).

For years, IEEE Victorian Section has been an outstanding performer through our technical
societies/chapters, student branches and affinity groups. We will ensure that the work of our
Section, and that of individual volunteers, is rightfully recognised through a strong advocacy
of nominations for regional and global awards.

The recent launch of IEEE Collabratec as a powerful tool for collaboration and interaction will
play a major role in increasing membership retention as well as enabling more effective en-
gagement with industry. With the support of our membership, we will effectively utilise so-
cial media platforms, public forums and other publications to strengthen the image of IEEE

in the professional and public eyes. The needs of our members in industry are equally as im-
portant as those of students and young professionals.

We will work to increase awareness of member benefits available, encouraging our mem-
bers to take full advantage of these wherever possible.

Finally, as members of this great institution, we have a responsibility to educate the general

public about advances in technology and how such trends are shaping our future. We will

endeavour to figrowdo the pr esenfusraliabyestaBlighihg strongei ct or i
links with the secondary education sector, also with regional communities in Victoria and

Tasmania, with industrial enterprise (small and large), and with local and state govern-

ments.

Eddie Custovic

Chair, IEEE Victorian Section
E: E.Custovic@Ilatrobe.edu.au
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La Trobe Showcase
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0 Alice Beckett wins the

2015 IEEE Prize for Technical Innovation and

Engineering Achievement

Fire Curtain Maintenance Robots

ALICE BECKETT
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Alice Beckett receives her IEEE Prize for Technical Innovation and Engineering Achievement from

Robert Slaviero, TASU.

Alice Beckett, from the School of Engi-

neering and Mathematical Sciences at
La Trobe University, is the 2015 recipient
of the IEEE prize for Technical Innovation
and Engineering Achievement.

Alicebs project involved
manufacture of robots to undertake es-
sential fire curtain maintenance in heat-
ing, ventilation and air conditioning
(HVAC) ducts.

Fire curtains are an important aid in re-

ducing the spread of fire within a building.
They are installed inside HVAC ducts and
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when activated, stop smoke and fire from
travelling through the air ducts into other
parts of the building.

Fire curtains have two main components,
a steel concertina curtain and a metal
tfuse Thd fise sitg undeathedcurtain sup-
porting it and is designed to melt and
break in two when it reaches 73 °C.

When functioning correctly, fire curtains
are fundamental in protecting property
and saving human lives. Australian stan-
dard AS1851 -2005 fiMaintenance
Protection Systems and

Eq
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2015 IEEE Prize for Technical Innovation and
Engineering Achievement

The lifting robot which lifts the fire curtain. The manipulator robot which unhooks and re-

hooks the fuse.
that all fire curtains must be tested every The lifting robot was designed to lift and
5 years to maintain that they are working lower the curtain to show that it has not
correctly. become rusted or stuck .
The objective of this project was to design The manipulator robot has an articulated
and build two robots that can fit inside an arm that is used to unhook/rehook the
HVAC duct, travel towards the fire curtain fuse from its support so that the curtain is
and then test its functionality. free to move. Both robots are controlled
The level of testing required is as follows: by the us.er via a laptop, _ an Xbox control-
ler and video footage that is streamed

the curtain's fuse must be unhooked, the

curtain must then be seen to fall to prove back from inside the duct.

that the curtain is still functional, before The benefit of this approach is demon-
being lifted back into place and the fuse strated when the fire curtain cannot be
reset into position. reached for testing by hand other than by

undertaking destructive changes to the
building or the HVAC ducting which can be
very costly and disruptive to perform.

Two robots were built to perform this
maintenance.

Alice demonstrates her fire
curtain maintenance robots
in operation to her col-
leagues.
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